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A LOOK AT THE ACTIVE
VIEW OF READING

The Bridging Processes




i THE ACTIVE VIEW OF READING

As the country continues to embrace
the science of reading, we think
itis important to rely on the latest

l In this model, Duke and Carwright posit | Of significance to the following pages,
theoretical and research-based foundations ! cognitive endeavor that involves

that reading is not a passive process are the bridging processes proposed
of decoding text but rather an active by Duke and Cartwright that serve as
the cognitive mechanisms that facilitate
the integration of these bottom-up and
top-down processes, allowing readers
to construct meaning from text. By bridging
the gap between surface-level features
of text and higher-order comprehension,
readers engage in strategic and adaptive
reading behaviors that enable them
to extract meaning, make connections,
and construct mental representations
of the text. This introduction to the bridging
including background knowledge, processes helps to illuminate the critical
vocabulary, and comprehension strategies. connections between word recognition

and language comprehension.

? that help guide the instruction of reading the integration of multiple linguistic
that students in our nation receive. In the and cognitive processes. At its core,
following document, we explore Duke and this theoretical framework emphasizes
Carwright’s (2021) theoretical model the dynamic interaction between active

that builds on decades of reading research self-regulation, including motivation
and propels the literacy field forward— and engagement, executive functioning

The Active View of Reading. skills, and strategy use, bottom-up
processes, such as decoding and word

= recognition, and top-down processes,
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reading progresses: Communicating advances beybnd the simple view of reading. Reading Research Quarterly, 56, S25-544.
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Vocabulary
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Semantic Cognitive
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Word recognition is the skill of automatically
recognizing words in a text. This means when

a reader sees a word, they can read i1t with ease
and accuracy without spending any effort
decoding the word. Automatic word recognition
occurs through seeing a word multiple times
until it becomes automatic.
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Print concepts refer to knowing how print
works. As a bridging process, print concepts
support decoding by knowing to move from
left to right when reading a word in English,
and they support language comprehension

by understanding the nature of different
types of texts (e.g., literary, scientific,
nistorical, etc.) contributes to comprehending
noth individual words and the broader —_
anguage components.
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Fluent reading relies on automatic word
recognition that can be done with ease
In order to read the text. This directly [

Influences comprehension as the reader "
%
oo

has to simultaneously pull the word
from the page and comprehend the
meaning. If reading fluency is labored,
comprehension will struggle.
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Vocabulary knowledge bridges between word
recognition and language comprehension,
which becomes apparent when considering
the number of words In English that can be
pronounced in multiple ways (bass, bow,
desert, lead, wind). Vocabulary knowledge
enables us to know which pronunciation is
correct and also to monitor whether the text
with that word Iin 1t makes sense.
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Morphological awareness bridges both word %
recognition and language comprehension.
Morphological awareness demonstrates that
awarness learning to read cannot simply rely on word
recognition and oral language, with written
text. Morphology helps readers to recognize
that written words (syllable, syllabication)
may be pronounced differently but are
semantically related.
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Graphophonological-
Semantic Cognitive
Flexibility

Graphophonological-semantic cognitive (GSF)
flexibility involves “the ability to simultaneously
attend to, and flexibility switch between, the
letters and sounds in words (graphophonological)
and the meanings of words (semantic)” (Duke,
Ward, Pearson, 2021, p. 664). Duke, Ward,

and Pearson recommend using Matrices

to support GSF. In the matrix below, students
need to consider a word that starts with /b/ and
Is a fruit.
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Language comprehension involves
grasping the various components

of spoken or written language,
iIncluding word meanings and
the syntactical structure used
to construct sentences.




Nell Duke and Kelly Cartwright importantly provide

an updated perspective on reading in The Science

of Reading Progresses: Communicating Advances
Beyond the Simple View of Reading. This article delves
% into the evolving landscape of literacy research,
particularly focusing on advancements beyond

the Simple View of Reading. This comprehensive review
explores how contemporary scientific insights have
expanded our understanding of reading processes,

-

orthographic processing, vocabulary acquisition, H
and comprehension strategies.

encompassing factors such as phonological awareness, ﬁ

SUGGESTION FOR FURTHER READING

By synthesizing recent findings from cognitive

neuroscience, psycholinquistics, and educational
psychology, the article highlights the multifaceted

nature of reading development and underscores

the importance of adopting a holistic approach

that integrates various components of literacy

instruction. Moreover, the authors emphasize

the significance of effective communication

and dissemination of these scientific advances

to educators, policymakers, and other stakeholders

in order to inform evidence-based practices v
and promote literacy achievement for all learners. _
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